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A story of Prey Kamporng Village

Prey Kamporng village in Kampong Speu province is
about 55 kilometres from Phnom Penh. With support
from the Rural Health Care Department of the
Ministry of Rural Development (MRD), Provincial
Department of Rural Development in Kampong
Speu, and UNICEF, the village has become a good
example of sanitation improvement in Cambodia.

Before, the village was in a poor sanitation condition.
Most of the villagers were not well aware of how
sanitation affects health. Food and personal hygiene
was almost always neglected. Almost all of the 64
households in the village did not have a latrine, and
the human feces went uncollected in the immediate
areas surrounding houses, bushes, open fields, or near water sources, exposing many villagers to a number
of communicable diseases such as diarrhea, vomiting, scabies and worm infection.

Since 2005, MRD, PDRD and UNICEF have worked closely with the village chief to successfully introduce
the Community-Led Total Sanitation (CLTS) programme to the village. The programme focuses on safe
collection of human feces and involves facilitating a process to encourage villagers to stop open defecation
and to build and use latrines. The latrine introduced by MRD/PDRD costs around 30,000 Riels as it can be
built using the available materials in the village.

Recently, Health Messenger editorial team has visited the village and had a discussion with the village chief,
a villager and a health staff about the success of the village.

"I am very happy with the community sanitation programme that has been introduced to the village by
MRD/PDRD and UNICEF. Now, 53 of the 64 households in the village have successfully built their own
latrines while the other 11 households are under construction. The people in the village are using their
latrines. If you make a tour in the surrounding of the house or in the fields | am sure that you can't find feces
or bad smell." Mr. Norn Phin, Chief of the village.

m Always keep the latrine clean.

= Always wash hands with soap after defecation.
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In response to the questions about the links between
sanitation and health, and the role of health staff in
promoting good hygiene practices, Ms. Ae Kimlun, a
nurse working at a Health Centre located in this area,
said that,

(L pumuthugtmng] wiuginanuosini¢ il Sedughtisima: Fummatidtnujoomtd 8y
AhFinmsrlsmemoisugin 1 malitmgies soitinamesumenmnmimEeR slunmgemenss
Rnafintnugs (pinwbgs 1 GigymrmnMmMEEs uniAERgSiHnessnswin mimsHn iy
mssinuuhugingidmiminitiimesn apniiisensmnvunisthute 1 mudningmirgigsandwey
AgshmadAtnamuntigte Bmtnlangemaies 1 iwmiunEmta pIEEhumInnmes 9

As health staff, of course, we must treat patients with disease. But what we also should do is to give education about
how to prevent disease, and about other things which would improve health. A few years ago, diarrhea cases at this
Health Centre was very high among children under five years of age (about 25%). Over time, as people have
realised that good hygiene behaviours have a great potential for combating the disease, the rate has been reduced

to less than 5%. Promoting good hygiene practices is actually like promoting prevention of diseases and
improvement of health. And prevention is better than cure. , ,
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Another health staff,
Sok Sophy, working
at the same Health
- Centre talked about
how daily hygiene
behaviours greatly
affect health. She
: also commented that
people often do not understand clearly how sanitation is
linked to health. Many diseases, particularly diarrheal
diseases, are caused by poor hygiene practices. Poor
hygiene practices include using dirty hands to touch
food, failure to manage human feces safely, eating food
or drinking water contaminated with disease-causing
germs, and failure to wash hands properly at some
important time of the day. So providing such
understanding, which can help prevent disease and
improve health, is our role.

A villager, Chhun Ban, also talked about the health
benefits of improved sanitation in the village. Like
many people in this village, he has clearly seen the
health benefits of good hygiene practices. Many
common diseases can spread by daily bad hygiene
behaviours. The key ways to stop the spread of the
disease is to promote and practice good hygiene, such
as drinking boiled water, eating well cooked food, and
washing vegetables properly before eating. He added
that in these last few years, his children have rarely
missed their classes due to stomach pain, vomiting and
diarrhea, and he has more time to work.





